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Respiratory tract infections leading to 
hospitalization in 2022–2023

Doenhardt et al. Infection 2023

76 centers in 
Germany
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Intensive care unit admissions

Doenhardt et al. Infection 2023



We only see the top of the iceberg
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Co-infections and antibiotic use

Uusitupa et al. Influenza Other Respir Viruses 2024 



Why children are important in transmitting 
many viral infections?

•Attack rates are highest in children

•Viral shedding is prolonged in children

•Viral loads are higher

Benefits of vaccinating children:

� For the children themselves

� For the community by reducing transmission



Ethnic inequities in childhood influenza 
vaccination coverage in England

Zhang C et al. Vaccine 2025

- Children 2-3 years of age
- Influenza vaccination coverage in 

all ethnic groups < 60% in 
England and < 50 % in London.

- Most ethnic groups had lower 
coverage than the White British 
group across all influenza seasons

- Children born to mothers of 
Caribbean ethnicity had the 
lowest coverage (20-27 % across 
seasons)


